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By Greg Mason
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Spokane Mayor Nadine 
Woodward is threatening to 
declare the state of Washington 
in violation of nuisance prop-
erty rules if it doesn’t remove 
the Camp Hope homeless en-

campment near Interstate 90 by 
mid-October. 

The city of Spokane sent a 
letter to Washington officials 
Thursday threatening legal ac-
tion through a chronic nuisance 
process. According to the letter,  
the city is expecting the peo-
ple camped on the state-owned 

property at Second Avenue and 
Ray Street to be moved starting 
no later than Sept. 23 and be 
gone by Oct. 14, with measures 
“to prevent backfilling of vacant 
property or repopulation of the 
property.”

Camp Hope ultimately 
emerged on the property owned 

by the state Department of 
Transportation in December af-
ter the city disbanded a protest 
outside Spokane City Hall that 
took place in demand of more 
shelter for homeless people.  
The transportation department 

Spokane 
sets deadline 
for removal, 

threatens  
legal action

It’s city versus state on Camp Hope

Frankly ridiculous Oscar Mayer’s Wienermobile makes  
regional return Friday. But don’t fret, there’s still time  
to ketchup throughout the weekend. NORTHWEST, 1

Wellpinit debuts new artificial turf football field made possible through NFL grant

A FIELD OF GREEN
By Dave Nichols

THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

WELLPINIT – Clark Pauls, the football 
coach and athletic director for Wellpinit 
High School, surveyed the new artificial 
turf field behind the school and had to 
pause for a moment.

“Kind of surreal,” he said. “I still don’t 
understand how we got it. I’m thankful for 
it. But it’s just a wild experience and how 
quickly we got 
it done and how 
we’re actual-
ly playing all of 
our home games 
here for this 
year. It’s just an 
amazing thing 
for our kids in 
our community.”

Pauls was in-
volved in every 
step of the pro-
cess from find-
ing the potential 
grant to getting 
school board ap-
proval through groundbreaking in May un-
til Friday’s opening game.

If he was taken aback by the final prod-
uct, the rest of the community was just as 
elated.

“It’s really an accomplishment,” said 
Greg Abrahamson, a councilperson for the 
Spokane Tribe of Indians. “When I went to 

IT’S COUGARS’  
GAME DAY

Washington State is looking 
for signature win on the road 

versus No. 19 Wisconsin, 
17.5-point favorites over WSU, 

which just survived its first 
test from Idaho. SPORTS, 1

CEREMONY TO HONOR 
SANDY WILLIAMS

Spokane will have a chance 
to celebrate the life, legacy 

of Sandy Williams, who died 
Sunday, on Tuesday evening 

at FICA hosted by Carl Maxey 
Center. Meanwhile, Whidbey 

plane crash investigators 
on Friday identify potential 

wreckage on seafloor. 
NORTHWEST, 1

By Garrett Cabeza
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Aliens, galaxies and even a 
“cosmic goddess” caught many 
fair attendees’ attention as they 
strolled through the opening 
day of the Spokane County In-
terstate Fair Friday.

Twelve local artists show-
cased their talent by painting 
a space-themed art piece on a 
4-foot by 8-foot piece of ply-
wood for the first-ever “First 
Friday Art Walk.” The fair’s 
theme is “All Systems Go!” with 
a rocket blasting off toward 

space behind the theme words.
Three artists said painting 

live in front of people was a 
changeup to their typical art 
setting of a quiet studio.

“I don’t usually have that in 
my studio,” artist Rebecca Clin-
ard said of the passersby exam-
ining her work.

But, she said the new setting 
was exciting.

“I’m a high school art teacher 
so I feel like I do a lot of paint-
ing like that kind of, but it’s 
more controlled,” she said.

Fairgoers treated to display of live art 
as First Friday, opening day coincide

ALIENS, ‘COSMIC GODDESS’ DESCEND UPON FAIR
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Artist Luke Grayson-Skinner spray-paints the galaxies during the 
First Friday Art Walk at the Spokane County Interstate Fair Friday.

MORE IN SPORTS

MEAD TOPS  
U-HI 24-7

Visiting Panthers  
pull ahead of Titans 

early in game with big 
plays by  

Colby Danielson  
and interceptions by  

Colby Thomas.  
SPORTS, 1

See HOPE, 5

JESSE TINSLEY/THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

The Wellpinit Elementary School fifth- and fourth-grade singers offer a traditional honor song on the new football field to 
inaugurate the turf field Friday. Afterward, the Wellpinit varsity football team played the first game on the field against the 
Mary Walker Chargers.See WELLPINIT, 8

See ART WALK, 8
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has not taken action on 
Camp Hope to date due 
to the city’s lack of shelter 
availability.

The city has threatened 
to seek reimbursement for 
the more than $350,000 
spent by the city on activ-
ities since March 1 related 
to the encampment, such 
as police enforcement 
and waste removal, “if an 
abatement agreement is 
not immediately estab-
lished,” according to the 
letter.

The letter is the latest 
show of homeless enforce-
ment by the city adminis-
tration in the days since 
Tuesday’s opening of the 
Trent Resource and Assis-
tance Center, the city’s new 
homeless shelter on East 
Trent Avenue. On Wednes-
day, the city resumed the 
ban on sitting and laying 
on public sidewalks in the 
downtown core. 

The city’s letter, signed 
by City Administrator 
Johnnie Perkins, was sent 
to Secretary of Transpor-
tation Roger Millar and 
representatives with the 
state Office of the Attorney 
General and Washington 
State Patrol. The Spokes-
man-Review obtained a 
copy of the letter through a 
public records request.

A state transportation 
spokesperson in an email 
said the department is con-
sidering the city’s letter 
and will formally respond 
at a later date.

Dan Jackson, a spokes-
man for the Attorney 
General’s Office, said the 
office has no authority to 
“direct the Washington 
State Patrol,” as written 
in the city’s letter, to per-
form any action, let alone 
direct state police to con-
duct “civil standbys” for 
the state transportation 
department. He deferred 
further comment to Wash-
ington State Patrol and the 
state transportation de-
partmen.

The city administration 
in the letter asked for the 
state to fence off and se-
cure the uninhabited prop-
erties adjacent to the en-
campment.

The city has threatened 
to take legal action by Sept. 
23 if the Department of 
Transportation is “unable 
or unwilling” to secure the 
properties and they “fall 
into disrepair and present 
a nuisance,” according to 
the letter.

“The corrective action 
would be one of abatement 
of eviction of the persons 
responsible for the nui-

sance activity,” the letter 
reads. “If no response is 
received by the City of 
Spokane, we reserve the 
right to abate the nuisance 
property and charge the 
Department of Transpor-
tation for all costs and fees 
associated with these ac-
tivities including all wages 
paid to City employees.”

The city also request-
ed Washington State Pa-
trol presence during the 
overnight hours, between 
7 p.m. and 7 a.m., to sup-
plement the Spokane Po-
lice Department’s daytime 
presence.

Regarding the abatement 
agreement sought by the 
city, the letter also called 
for the state to fulfill prom-
ises allegedly made during 
a June 2 meeting between 
city officials, Washington 
State Patrol Assistant Chief 
Daniel Atchison, State 
Deputy Transportation 
Secretary Amy Scarton, 
and Tedd Kelleher of the 
Department of Commerce.

According to the let-
ter, state police indicated 
troopers would “take the 
lead on moving individuals 
off the property,” while the 
state transportation de-
partment “indicated its de-
sire to clean and clear the 
property and secure it from 
a reoccurrence.” Mean-
while, the Department of 
Commerce on June 2 re-
portedly indicated funding 
availability to support relo-
cating the people living at 
the camp.

The commerce depart-
ment has offered $24.3 
million toward efforts to 
relocate people from Camp 
Hope to better living situ-
ations.

The city’s letter pointed 
to the Trent Resource and 
Assistance Center. And 
while Spokane officials 
have requested a share of 
the $24.3 million to sup-
port renovations and op-
erational costs, the state 
has not yet committed any 
funding toward the Trent 
center.

Perkins prefaced the 
city’s requests by explain-

ing that conditions stem-
ming from the camp – such 
as illegal camping, code 
violations, health concerns 
and hundreds of neigh-
borhood complaints over 
the past 10 months – have 
“reached a point that re-
quires an immediate plan 
and course of action.”

The Spokane Police De-
partment previously is-
sued a notice in February 
to the state transportation 
department to address nui-
sance violations. Then in 
July, when a cooling tent 
was built on a property ad-
jacent to the encampment, 
the city’s fire marshal is-
sued a notice requesting 
the tent’s removal.

‘Completely and 
totally unrealistic’

The letter was sent the 
same day the nonprofit 
Empire Health Foundation 
hosted a meeting with ser-
vice providers who work 
with homeless populations 
on the services needed to 
get Camp Hope residents  
better housing.

The Department of 
Commerce is contracting 
with Empire Health to 
lead this effort with part of 
the $24.3 million available 
through the department’s 
Rights of Way initiative.

Zeke Smith, president of 
the Empire Health Foun-
dation, said the foundation 
is working with Jewels 
Helping Hands, Revive 
Counseling Spokane and 
Compassionate Addiction 
Treatment on a “peer nav-
igation model” to support 
Camp Hope residents. The 
model would allow those 
agencies to hire people 

with lived experience of 
homelessness to guide and 
“walk alongside” camp res-
idents through the process, 
from outreach and intake 
to related human services.

Empire has been in reg-
ular communication with 
the state transportation 
and commerce depart-
ments and Washington 
State Patrol about Camp 
Hope, Smith said.

“It was a really great 
meeting last night,” Smith 
said. “I think service pro-
viders had been wondering 
what’s going on here, and 
I felt like we had some an-
swers to those questions.”

Smith said he found the 
city’s letter disappointing, 
saying that it “tells us that 
the city is really not willing 
to work toward how we ad-
dress these people’s needs 
in a meaningful and an in-
tentional way.”

“Our goal together 
should be how are we ac-
tually stabilize them and, 
frankly, I just don’t think 
that that’s what this type of 
behavior begets,” he said.

Smith recognizes the 
urgency with the need to 
move people out of the en-
campment, saying nobody 
believes Camp Hope is a 
permanent solution – es-
pecially as colder weather 
approaches. Given the lack 
of available housing re-
gionwide, however, Smith 
said “a longer term pro-
cess” is needed to support 
those residents.

Smith also said he is 
concerned with how the 
city’s letter and stance 
could create more anxi-
ety for the people living 
in Camp Hope. Even with 

the Trent center coming 
online, Smith said there 
isn’t enough space there to 
house everybody in Camp 
Hope.

“I’d love to say that we 
could get everybody into 
safer and better hous-
ing options by Oct. 14. 
Wouldn’t that be great? I 
think that’s an awesome 
goal,” he said. “It is also 
completely and totally un-
realistic. We’re just trying 
to work in the realm of re-
ality here.”

Council members 
sound off

Among those to attend 
the Empire Health meet-
ing Thursday was Spokane 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Stratton, who – in light of 
that meeting – described 
the city’s letter as frustrat-
ing and unprofessional.

“I was just shocked be-
cause this isn’t going to 
be done in a day or two. 
It’s going to take a little 
bit of time and some co-
ordination,” she said. “To 
know that now there’s this 
deadline pending that the 
Department of Transpor-
tation has to get these peo-
ple off, it’s just very disap-
pointing.”

Stratton said while 
the Trent shelter affords 
Woodward and the city ad-
ministration more ability 
to enforce things like sit-lie 
and unauthorized camping 
ordinances, the resulting 
citations add hurdles to 
those people trying to get 
affordable housing.

“We’re kind of shooting 
ourselves in the foot by 
trying to help people get 
affordable housing know-

ing that if they’re arrested 
or cited, that is going to 
limit what they can do,” 
she said. “To me, it’s a little 
inhumane.”

Spokane City Council-
man Michael Cathcart said 
he was grateful the city put 
the state on notice, adding 
it should have happened 
months ago.

Cathcart said he believes 
the timeline as “entire-
ly reasonable,” citing the 
coming fall and winter sea-
son.

“And of course, we want 
to do that in a way that puts 
people either in a shelter 
or in some kind of hous-
ing option,” he said. “The 
Department of Commerce 
has opted to take the lead 
on making all of those deci-
sions. It’s kind of on them.

“Ultimately, this is a 
state camp. This isn’t a 
city camp,” he continued. 
“It’s state-owned land, and 
the state is the one that 
has told us since Day One 
we’re not allowed really to 
do anything with the site. I 
would say WSDOT has not 
acted in good faith or as a 
good partner since this be-
gan.”

Spokane City Council 
President Breean Beggs 
said Friday he had strong-
ly advised against sending 
such a letter when he first 
heard about rumblings of 
it a few weeks ago given 
how the state Department 
of Commerce has offered 
the city millions to help ad-
dress the encampment.

His opinion hasn’t 
changed.

“Threatening the state 
with fines and this kind of 
nastiness and noncollabo-
ration when you’re trying 
to get them to donate mon-
ey to you, as a city, for this 
purpose seems very ill-ad-
vised,” he said.

Hoping now the letter 
hasn’t “completely poi-
soned the well” between 
the city and state, Beggs 
said he feels the city ad-
ministration’s “saber-rat-
tling” with the state – not 
just with this letter, but in 
previous communications 
– has made it more difficult 
to negotiate for more funds 
that can solve the problems 
at Camp Hope.

“The administration has 
resisted engaging in Camp 
Hope, and if they had, I be-
lieve it would never have 
gotten to this point,” he 
said. “If they do engage, we 
have a much easier chance 
to get the people there 
rehoused in better con-
ditions, and Camp Hope 
as it exists today could go 
away.”

Greg Mason can be reached 
at (509) 459-5047 or 
gregm@spokesman.com.
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Continued from 1

KATHY PLONKA/THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

A group of people helps push a dumpster back into place at Camp Hope, a homeless 
encampment in Spokane on July 14.

WORLD / FROM THE FRONT PAGE

By Caroline Kitchener, 
Katie Shepherd, Rachel Roubein 

and Marianna Sotomayor
WASHINGTON POST

An aggressive push by Repub-
licans to pass hard-line antiabor-
tion measures is faltering in some 
state legislatures and on Capitol 
Hill, the latest indication that 
many Americans are balking at ex-
treme restrictions being imposed 
since the fall of Roe v. Wade.

In South Carolina, Republicans 
failed to pass a near-total abortion 
ban during an extended legislative 
session Thursday night, unable to 
agree on whether to include ex-
ceptions for rape and incest. In 
West Virginia, a recent special ses-
sion over similar legislation ended 
in gridlock.

At the same time, efforts to ad-
vance a strict nationwide ban in 
Congress have quietly fizzled. Af-
ter pushing for a national “heart-
beat ban” on abortion in the spring 
– which would have outlawed 
the procedure as soon as cardiac 
activity is detected, around six 
weeks of pregnancy – Republican 
lawmakers and some antiabortion 
advocates have retreated from the 
idea. Some legislators are now 
pushing for a 15-week ban; others 
have abandoned any kind of na-
tional abortion legislation.

“We are not elected as kings or 
dictators. We’re elected to serve 
the will of people,” said Sen. Tom 
Takubo, R-W.Va., who refused to 
support a near-total ban without 
rape and incest exceptions. “Even 
in the most rural and conserva-
tive parts of West Virginia, I still 
believe the majority thinks there 
should be exemptions for rape 
and incest.”

Sixty-nine percent of Ameri-
cans, including 56% of Republi-
cans, said abortion should be le-
gal when the pregnancy resulted 
from rape, according to a March 
Pew Research Poll.

The Supreme Court’s June 
decision to overturn the consti-
tutional right to abortion imme-

diately triggered strict abortion 
bans in states across the South 
and Midwest, cutting off abortion 
access for 1 in 3 women across the 
country. Even so, many antiabor-
tion advocates saw an opportunity 
to go further. In state legislatures, 
activists teamed up with conser-
vative lawmakers to lobby for ex-
treme restrictions, including bans 
without exceptions for rape and 
incest, and legislation that would 
stop people from seeking abortion 
care across state lines.

But lawmakers have been forced 
to reckon with a growing public 
backlash. Last month, voters over-
whelmingly rejected an anti-abor-
tion amendment in Kansas that 
would have removed protections 
from the state constitution. And 
Democrats who support abortion 
rights have won recent special 
elections in moderate districts, 
outperforming expectations.

“They saw what happened in 
Kansas,” said Mary Ziegler, a Uni-
versity of California at Davis law 
professor who specializes in abor-
tion. “You have people from cer-
tain parts of South Carolina who 
are gun shy about this – and they 
have reason to be.”

In South Carolina this week, 
a ban from fertilization without 
exceptions for victims of rape or 
incest had support from 24 out of 
30 GOP senators, including par-
ty leadership, but a small group 
of Republicans spent hours on 
Wednesday and Thursday trying 
to persuade their colleagues to 
soften the bill’s language. Even-
tually, the Republicans champi-
oning a near-total ban abandoned 
the most restrictive proposals 
because they could not gather 
enough votes to pass them.

“People are very divided,” Sen. 
Penry Gustafson, R-S.C., said.

In the days leading up to Thurs-
day’s vote, the senator said she was 
inundated with calls and emails 
from South Carolinians weighing 
in on the bill from all sides. Gus-
tafson, who did not support a ban 
without exceptions for rape or in-

cest, said she had to balance the 
views of her deeply conservative 
constituency with the opinions 
of residents in other parts of the 
state that would be affected by the 
bill, especially women.

“You’ve got to know your peo-
ple and who you’re representing,” 
said Gustafson, who ultimately 
supported a bill that largely mir-
rors the state’s six-week ban. 

Sen. Tom Davis, R-S.C., who op-
posed the near-total ban without 
exceptions, said he expects abor-
tion to be a major issue at the polls.

“We’re not just hearing from 
folks who feel passionately on the 
extremes ... we’re hearing from a 
lot of people who are somewhere 
in the middle,” Davis said. “Where 
it comes down remains to be seen 
at the polls.”

While the near-total ban failed, 
South Carolina lawmakers were 
successful in pushing through an 
amended bill that would severe-
ly restrict access. That measure 
– a version of one already on the 
books but blocked by the courts – 
bans abortion after six weeks and 
limits rape and incest exceptions 
to the first trimester, requires a 
second doctor’s opinion in cases 
where a fetus is diagnosed with 
a lethal anomaly, and mandates 
that doctors who perform abor-
tions in instances of rape or incest 
send a fetal DNA sample to police. 
The legislation moves to the state 
House, which could consider it as 
early as next week.

A similar dynamic played out in 
late July in West Virginia, where 
Republican lawmakers intro-
duced a near-total abortion ban 
with no exceptions for rape or in-
cest as soon as they convened for a 
special session.

A version of that bill had been 
widely expected to pass until two 
physicians who serve in the Sen-
ate – Takubo and Sen. Michael 
Maroney – pushed for an amend-
ment that would have removed 
criminal penalties for doctors. 

The West Virginia legislature 
disbanded for the month of Au-

gust, after failing to agree on a ver-
sion of the bill to move forward. 
Lawmakers have since been called 
back to the Capitol, where debate 
on antiabortion legislation will re-
sume next week.

On Capitol Hill, Sen. Joni Ernst, 
R-Iowa, had been planning behind 
the scenes to introduce a “heart-
beat” ban in the Senate after the 
Supreme Court decision, lending 
the gravitas of one of the GOP’s 
most prominent female stars to 
legislation that would have banned 
the procedure nationwide before 
many know they’re pregnant.

Although that bill has been 
drafted, there is no timeline for 
Ernst or any other senator to in-
troduce it. 

Sen. Steve Daines, R-Mont., 
founder and chair of the Senate 
Pro-Life Caucus, said he hasn’t 
had conversations with lawmak-
ers about introducing a heart-
beat-style bill in the chamber 
since the Supreme Court decision.

Instead, some antiabortion ad-
vocates are hopeful that Republi-
can lawmakers will rally around 
a 15-week ban that Sen. Lindsey 
O. Graham, R-S.C., is expected to 
introduce this fall, a proposal that 
has long been denounced by many 
in the antiabortion movement be-
cause it would allow the vast ma-
jority of abortions to continue. 

Some Republican lawmakers 
have expressed disinterest even in 
that less-restrictive legislation.

Even before an antiabortion 
amendment was resoundingly 
defeated in his home state, Sen. 
Roger Marshall, R-Kan., told the 
Washington Post he was not con-
fident there is a future for any kind 
of national abortion ban.

“I just don’t see the momentum 
at the federal level,” Marshall said 
July 25, declining a request for a 
follow-up. “I think the legislative 
priority should be at the states.”

A nationwide ban would be ex-
tremely difficult to pass, requiring 
60 votes in the Senate to over-
come a filibuster. Either proposal 
under discussion – a ban at either 

six weeks or 15 – would encounter 
resistance from nearly all Dem-
ocrats in addition to a handful of 
Republicans who support abor-
tion rights. Neither party is likely 
to gain in the midterm elections 
the number of seats necessary for 
a filibuster-proof majority.

Some Republicans have grown 
increasingly hesitant to discuss 
the subject of a national abortion 
ban on the campaign trail. In Ar-
izona, Republican senate can-
didate Blake Masters removed 
any mention of his support for a 
“federal personhood law” from 
his website, legislation that likely 
would have banned abortion na-
tionwide after conception. Mas-
ters’s website now says he would 
support a ban on abortions in the 
third trimester, around 27 weeks 
of pregnancy, which would affect 
a vanishingly small percentage of 
the abortions performed across 
the country each year.

On the state level, abortion 
rights advocates say that the de-
lays have provided an unexpect-
ed window for abortion access 
in some of the most conservative 
states – at least temporarily.

When the West Virginia legisla-
ture adjourned in late July with-
out passing a ban, the staff of the 
state’s only abortion clinic sat in 
the gallery and cried.

“It meant we could see patients 
next week,” said clinic director 
Katie Quinonez, who had been 
bracing to call every patient on the 
schedule to tell them they had to 
get their abortions elsewhere.

The Women’s Health Center 
saw 78 patients for abortion care 
last month, according to Qui-
nonez, with many coming in from 
states such as Kentucky and Ohio.

“We never anticipated being a 
state receiving abortion patients 
from states were abortion is ille-
gal,” said Quinonez. “We antici-
pated being one of those states.”

Before the law changes, she 
added, “we are focused on seeing 
as many patients as physically 
possible.”

GOP BACKS AWAY FROM SOME HARD-LINE ABORTION MEASURES


