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Starr, who led Clinton 
investigation, dies at 76

By Dave Kehr and Jonathan Kandell
NEW YORK TIMES

Jean-Luc Godard, the innovative direc-
tor and provocateur whose unconvention-
al camerawork, disjointed narrative style 
and penchant for radical politics changed 
the course of filmmaking in the 1960s, 
leaving a lasting influence on it, died Tues-
day at his home in Rolle, Switzerland. He 
was 91.

His longtime legal adviser, Patrick 
Jeanneret, said Godard died by assisted 
suicide, having suffered from “multiple 

disabling pathologies.”
“He could not live like you and me, so 

he decided with a great lucidity, as he had 
all his life, to say, ‘Now it’s enough,’ ” Jean-
neret said in a phone interview. Godard 
wanted to die with dignity, Jeanneret said, 
and “that was exactly what he did.”

A master of epigrams as well as of mov-
ies, Godard once observed, “A film con-
sists of a beginning, a middle and an end, 
though not necessarily in that order.”

In practice, he seldom scrambled the 

DARING DIRECTOR WHO 
SHAPED THE FRENCH 
NEW WAVE DIES AT  91

Clock quickly 
ticking away on 

deadline for deal; 
several options 

remain

By Jordan Fabian and Josh Eidelson
BLOOMBERG

Railroads and unions have until Friday 
to resolve a labor dispute that risks a crip-
pling shutdown of the nation’s freight-rail 
network, wreaking havoc on the U.S. econ-
omy.

President Joe Biden has become per-
sonally involved in trying to break the im-
passe, underscoring the stakes for Demo-
crats with less than two months until the 

November midterm elections. The White 
House on Tuesday began contingency 
planning to ensure critical materials reach 
consumers, a signal negotiations aren’t 
progressing fast enough.

The two major unions still working to 
reach a deal cover some 57,000 workers. 
In the event of a strike, the 75% of new-
ly built autos that move by rail would be 
stranded at their factories. So would be 
tens of thousands of carloads that carry 
everything from wheat bound for bakeries 

to plastic pellets used in soda bottles.
Here are the four most likely ways the 

standoff will end.

A deal
This is the best-case scenario for the 

U.S. economy and for Biden. Critical ma-
terials, such as chlorine for water treat-
ment plants, as well as key commodities 
and consumer goods would arrive at their 

By Greg Mason
SPOKANE DAILY CHRONICLE

Some members of the Spo-
kane City Council character-
ized it as a “pause.” Another 
called it a “ban.”

Regardless of the definition, 
the City Council on Monday 

implemented a temporary mor-
atorium on building permits 
for residential structures in a 
large swath of the Latah/Hang-
man and Grandview/Thorpe 
neighborhoods.

The moratorium, effec-
tive immediately for up to six 
months, was established via an 

emergency ordinance public-
ly introduced around an hour 
before the council’s legislative 
session.

The ordinance was drafted 
in response to a wave of res-
idential growth taking place 

Latah/Hangman, Grandview/Thorpe neighborhoods 
affected while city updates development impact fees 

COUNCIL PUTS MORATORIUM  
ON BUILDING NEAR U.S. 195

By Quinn Welsch
SPOKANE DAILY CHRONICLE

A 22-year-old man who was 
killed in a shooting at Franklin 
Park on Aug. 27 was identified 
by the Spokane Medical Exam-
iner’s office as Ablos Kios.

Kios died as the result of a 
gunshot wound to the head, 
the medical examiner said on 
Tuesday.

Three others also were 
wounded by gunshots at the 

park that night. No arrests have 
been made as a result of the 
shooting.

Spokane police officers ar-
rived at the park near North-
Town Mall at about 3:20 a.m. 
Aug. 27 after a report that at 
least two people had been shot. 
Police discovered Kios and an-
other unidentified victim with 
a large group of people across 
the street on Queen Avenue. 

Man identified in 
Franklin Park shooting

SHUTTERSTOCK

ENDING THE RAILROAD 
LABOR FIGHT

NEW YORK TIMES
Ken Starr speaks to reporters 
in Washington on Feb. 21, 1997. 
Starr, the independent counsel 
whose investigation uncovered 
President Bill Clinton’s affair with 
a White House intern and led to his 
impeachment for lying under oath 
and obstructing justice, died on 
Tuesday at a hospital in Texas. He 
was 76.

SAM FALK/NEW YORK TIMES
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Jean-Luc 
Godard in 
New York on 
Sept. 22, 1964. 
Godard, an 
innovative 
director and 
provocateur 
who left 
a lasting 
influence on 
cinema, died 
on Tuesday. He 
was 91.

By Brian Murphy
WASHINGTON POST

Kenneth Starr, a former U.S. solic-
itor general who led the Whitewater 
investigation into the Clinton admin-
istration that begin with probes into 
alleged improper real estate transac-
tions but grew into wider investiga-
tions that led to President Bill Clin-
ton’s impeachment, died Tuesday in 
Houston. He was 76.

The death was from complications 
from a surgery at Baylor St. Luke’s 
Medical Center in Houston, accord-
ing to his family.

Starr’s used his role as indepen-
dent counsel to move well beyond 
the initial investigations into real es-
tate transactions in Arkansas during 
Clinton’s time as governor in the 
1980s. The inquests led to questions 
over suspect perjury by President Bill 
Clinton over a sexual relationship 
with White House intern Monika 
Lewinksy.

In May 2016, Baylor removed 
Starr as president of the university 
after an investigation found that the 
college had mishandled accusations 
of sexual assault against its football 
players. Starr remained as chancel-
lor and professor of law. The univer-
sity also fired its football coach, Art 
Briles.

See RAIL, 2

See MORATORIUM, 2 See SHOOTING, 2

See GODARD, 2
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INSIDE CHRONICLE

BRIEFLY FROM THE CHRONICLE’S WIRE SERVICES

NASA TAKES LAUNCH DATE OFF BOARD, CONSIDERS ANOTHER
ORLANDO, FLA. – NASA is pushing back a test of fixes on the 

launch pad for Artemis I to later in September, which has taken one 
potential launch date off the board.

NASA announced late Monday it would delay the cryogenic tanking 
test to make sure the feed lines that run from the mobile launcher into 
the massive Space Launch System rocket no longer leak. That test will 
now be no earlier than Sept. 21, pushed four days from the original 
plans.

The delay means that a launch on Sept. 23 is off the table, but plans 
are still in play to shoot for Sept. 27 while also looking at an opportu-
nity for Oct. 2.

Both dates would still require the U.S. Space Force’s Space Launch 
Delta 45 to grant a waiver to NASA regarding the flight termination 
system on the rocket. SLD 45 runs the Eastern Range, the area over 
which the rocket would launch, and the self-destruct mechanism is 
essential if something goes awry with the rocket, similar to how Jeff 
Bezos’ Blue Origin lost a New Shepard booster on launch Monday.

The current agreement between NASA and the Eastern Range is for 
the batteries on the flight termination system to be checked every 25 
days, which would require NASA to have to roll the SLS to the Vehi-
cle Assembly Building since they have not been checked since before 
Aug. 16. That’s when the crawler-transporter 2 took the 4-mile jour-
ney to bring the 5.75 million-pound, 322-foot-tall combination of the 
SLS, mobile launcher and Orion spacecraft to Launch Pad 39-B.

GRAHAM INTRODUCES BILL TO BAN ABORTIONS AFTER 15 WEEKS
WASHINGTON – Sen. Lindsey O. Graham, R-S.C., on Tuesday in-

troduced a bill that would ban abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy 
nationwide, the most prominent effort by Republicans to restrict the 
procedure since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June.

“I think we should have a law at the federal level that would say, 
after 15 weeks, no abortion on demand except in cases of rape, incest 
or to save the life of the mother,” Graham said at a news conference. 
“And that should be where America is at.”

Graham’s measure, which stands almost no chance of advancing 
while Democrats hold the majority in Congress, comes just weeks af-
ter he and most Republicans had defended the Supreme Court’s de-
cision to overturn Roe by arguing that allowing states to decide on 
abortion rights would be the most “constitutionally sound” way of 
handling the issue.

On Tuesday, Graham vowed that, if Republicans took back the 
House and Senate in the midterm elections, there would be a vote on 
his 15-week abortion bill.

“Abortion is a contentious issue,” Graham said. “Abortion is not 
banned in America. It is left up to elected officials in America to de-
fine the issue . . . States have the ability to do (so) at the state level and 
we have the ability in Washington to speak on this issue if we choose. 
I have chosen to speak.”

While most people undergo abortions earlier in pregnancy, 15-week 
and 20-week abortion bans disproportionately affect patients with fe-
tal anomalies, which are often detected at a 20-week anatomy scan, 
along with those who take longer to realize they are pregnant. These 
kinds of bans will also affect more people in a post-Roe America as 
abortion clinics struggle to accommodate a swell of patients from 
states where abortion is now banned.

WOMAN SUES OVER ARREST BASED ON DNA FROM HER RAPE KIT
A woman whose DNA from a rape kit was used by the police to ar-

rest her in connection with an unrelated property crime last year filed 
a federal lawsuit against the city of San Francisco on Monday, saying 
that the Police Department had engaged in an “unconstitutional inva-
sion of privacy.”

The DNA of the woman, who is identified only as Jane Doe in the 
lawsuit filed in federal court, was provided to the police in 2016 as part 
of its investigation into her sexual assault, the lawsuit states. About 
five years later, however, officers used that DNA to charge her with 
retail theft, her lawyer, Adante Pointer, said in an interview Monday.

Without her knowledge or consent, Pointer said, her DNA was 
placed into a database that was used to identify people as possible 
suspects in other crimes – a practice that the San Francisco Police 
Department repeated with other sexual assault victims. The Board 
of Supervisors in San Francisco approved an ordinance this year that 
prohibits the Police Department from identifying suspects by using 
DNA from a rape kit.

STIMULUS SPENDING DROVE POVERTY LOWER AGAIN IN 2021
A second year of emergency pandemic aid from the federal govern-

ment drove poverty to the lowest level on record in 2021 and cut the 
number of poor children by nearly half, the Census Bureau reported 
Tuesday.

The poverty rate fell to 7.8%, down from 9.2% the previous year, 
according to the Supplemental Poverty Measure, a yardstick that in-
cludes wages, taxes and the fullest account of government aid.

In addition, the share of children living in poverty sank to another 
record low of 5.2%, down 4.5 percentage points from 2020, an acceler-
ation of a long-term trend. The share of people with health insurance 
at any point during the year rose slightly to 91.7%.

In large part, those changes reflect the trillions of stimulus dollars 
approved by Congress, culminating in the American Rescue Plan of 
March 2021.

Real median household income reached $70,800, not significantly 
different from 2020, as increases in full-time employment were offset 
by rising inflation and decreases in unemployment insurance, which 
had been supplemented above normal levels through the summer of 
2021.
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destinations as usual. Inflation, 
a persistent issue for Biden and 
the nation, wouldn’t be exacer-
bated by a fresh supply-chain 
disruption.

Both sides have motive to 
avoid a strike, which would 
be an embarrassing and cost-
ly spectacle for the companies 
while depriving workers not 
just of immediate paychecks 
but also of the chance to nego-
tiate their own contract, should 
Congress respond to disruption 
by imposing terms.

It’s not uncommon for heated, 
publicly hostile negotiations to 

end in last-minute agreements 
right before a potential strike. 
 

Work stoppage
A strike by employees, or 

a lockout by management, 
would have immediate and 
far-reaching consequences 
for the U.S. economy. U.S. sup-
ply-chain woes that emerged 
during the pandemic would 
intensify, should workers re-
main off the job for any length 
of time, and the political fall-
out for Biden and Demo-
crats could be catastrophic. 
 
Congress intervenes
Two Republican senators in-

troduced a resolution Tuesday 
that would impose the recom-

mendations of Biden’s emer-
gency board, an illustration of 
growing concern in Congress. 
Representative Steny Hoyer, 
a Maryland Democrat who is 
the no. 2 House leader, said on 
Bloomberg Television’s “Bal-
ance of Power With David 
Westin” on Monday that Con-
gress would act to avert a strike. 
 

A delay
Friday’s deadline is not ab-

solute. The two sides could 
voluntarily agree to extend a 
“cooling off period,” meaning 
additional time to negotiate 
without a strike or lockout.

For union members, such 
extensions would be easier to 
stomach if they’re brief. 

RAIL
Continued from 1

in those neighborhoods and 
along U.S. Highway 195.

Council members said the 
moratorium is intended to 
give the city time to update 
its transportation impact fees 
and general facilities charges 
for the Latah/Hangman and 
Grandview/Thorpe neighbor-
hoods. These fees and charges 
are generally imposed on 
developers as a condition of 
development approval to pay 
for public facilities needed to 
serve new growth and devel-
opment.

Councilwoman Lori Kin-
near said the state Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
the Spokane Regional Trans-
portation Council have iden-
tified infrastructure improve-
ments for the area that are 
expected to cost the city tens 
of millions of dollars to im-
plement.

Kinnear said updating the 
fees and charges is expected 
to take anywhere from four to 
six months.

“Councils and Administra-
tions from the 1990s-2000s 
knew that inadequate infra-
structure in the area was a 
problem and did not act. It 
will take years to complete 
all the work that needs to be 
done in the area,” Kinnear 
said in a statement. “This 
temporary moratorium is the 
first step towards completion 
of needed improvements.”

Mayor Nadine Woodward 
said Tuesday there’s a chal-
lenge in balancing the need 
for housing versus the need 
for developments in those 
neighborhoods to fund the 
necessary infrastructure.

“This is a situation where 
not everybody’s going to be 
happy. I understand that, but 
I think we’re moving in the 
right direction,” Woodward 
said. “Don’t know if I com-
pletely agree with it, but I 
understand why the council 
decided to put a pause on de-
velopment there.”

The measure passed 5-2 on 
Monday, with council mem-
bers Michael Cathcart and 
Jonathan Bingle opposed. 
Council members also sched-
uled a public hearing on the 
moratorium for their meeting 
Nov. 7 as required since the 
ordinance was passed with-
out prior notice.

Cathcart lambasted the 
council majority for what he 
described as a lack of trans-
parency with how the legis-
lation was introduced, saying 
he never had a chance to read 
the legislation prior to the 
vote. Kinnear had distribut-
ed physical copies of the or-
dinance to council members 
during their briefing an hour 
before the legislative session.

Cathcart, former govern-
ment affairs director of the 
Spokane Home Builders As-
sociation, also expressed 
doubts that the fees and 
charges would be updated 
within six months.

“If we start taking places 
offline from new housing, 
we’re going to very quickly 
realize that there’s no place 
for that housing to go. This 
is not a good policy,” he said. 
“But what’s worse than sim-
ply banning housing is to do 
so in such a secretive man-
ner.”

Kinnear and Council Pres-
ident Breean Beggs said sim-
ilar ordinances have gone 
through similar processes, 

as introducing them sooner 
would effectively put a spot-
light to the issue – and poten-
tially allow interested parties 
to take advantage of the sit-
uation.

“We are not banning devel-
opment. We are asking for a 
six-month moratorium to get 
the fees in line that are equi-
table to the development that 
is going in there and to kind 
of get our hands around what 
the next step is,” Council-
woman Betsy Wilkerson said. 
“This is just a pause. It’s not 
a ban.”

Residents of those neigh-
borhoods have reached out 
to city officials and attend-
ed past council meetings 
expressing concerns with 
the amount of development 
taking place in their area. 
Councilwoman Karen Strat-
ton said these concerns have 
extended to the ability to get 
in and out of their neighbor-
hoods along U.S. 195 and wa-
ter availability in the event of 
a fire.

A number of them spoke 
in support of the legislation 
Monday despite opposition 
from the members of the 
Spokane Association of Real-
tors and the Spokane Home 
Builders Association, who 
argued that the moratori-
um stifles the city’s need for 
more housing.

“We don’t want to be ob-
structionist at this point at 
this juncture,” said Darin 
Watkins, governmental af-
fairs director for the Spokane 
Association of Realtors, “be-
cause that’s how we got into 
this mess in the first place.”

Greg Mason can be reached 
at (509) 459-5047 or gregm@
spokesman.com.

MORATORIUM
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The other victim was taken to 
the hospital.

Police discovered a trail of 
blood from where Kios’ body 
was discovered and a Ford Fu-
sion on the south side of the 
park. There appeared to be 
blood stains on the inside door 
panel of the passenger door. 
Several unidentified males at 
the scene said that Kios was 
their brother, although they re-
fused to provide their names at 

the time and were uncooper-
ative with police, court docu-
ments said.

Several vehicles fled from 
the park after the shooting, 
the court documents said. The 
shooter was in a “beat-up red 
sedan,” according to one caller.

About 20 minutes after the 
Franklin Park shooting, a po-
lice officer saw a vehicle that 
matched the description franti-
cally speed toward Providence 
Sacred Heart Medical Center.

Police followed the vehicle to 
MultiCare Deaconess Hospital, 
the documents said. The driver 

got out of the car and started 
screaming for help. Two people 
with gunshot wounds were also 
located in the car. The driver 
told police that he was at Frank-
lin Park when the two people 
were shot.

Just two days before the 
shooting, three teenagers and 
a 40-year-old man were shot 
early in the morning in Dutch 
Jake’s Park in west central Spo-
kane, police said.

Quinn Welsch can be reached 
at (509) 459-5469 or by email 
at quinnw@spokesman.com.
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timeline of his films, preferring instead to leap 
forward through his narratives by means like the 
elliptical “jump cut,” which he did much to make 
into a widely accepted tool. But he never tired 
of taking apart established forms and reassem-
bling them in ways that were invariably fresh, 
frequently witty, sometimes abstruse but consis-
tently stimulating.

As a young critic in the 1950s, Godard was one 
of several iconoclastic writers who helped turn a 
new publication called Cahiers du Cinéma into 
a critical force that swept away the old guard of 
the European art cinema and replaced it with 
new heroes largely drawn from the ranks of the 
American commercial cinema – directors like Al-
fred Hitchcock and Howard Hawks.

When his first feature-length film as a director, 
“Breathless” (“À Bout de Souffle”), was released 
in 1960, Godard joined several of his Cahiers 
colleagues in a movement that the French press 
soon labeled la nouvelle vague – the new wave.

For Godard as well as for New Wave friends 
and associates like François Truffaut, Claude 
Chabrol, Jacques Rivette and Eric Rohmer, the 
“tradition of quality” represented by the estab-
lished French cinema was an aesthetic dead end. 
To them, it was strangled by literary influences 
and empty displays of craftsmanship that had to 
be vanquished to make room for a new cinema, 
one that sprang from the personality and predi-
lections of the director.

Although “Breathless” was not the first new 
wave film (both Chabrol’s 1958 “Beau Serge” and 
Truffaut’s 1959 “400 Blows” preceded it), it be-
came representative of the movement. Godard 
unapologetically juxtaposed plot devices and 
characters inherited from genre films and emo-
tional material dredged up, in almost diarylike 
form, from the filmmaker’s personal life.

The film tells the story of a small-time Parisian 
crook (Jean-Paul Belmondo) as he commits mug-
gings to collect enough money to run off to Rome 
with an American student (Jean Seberg), who 
seems indifferent to his romancing despite being 

pregnant by him.
“Breathless” is an artistic hybrid that seemed 

to capture the discontinuities and conflicts of 
modern life, half in the artificial public world 
created by the media and half in the deepest re-
cesses of consciousness. In Godard’s later, more 
radical phase, he came to suggest that there was 
no real distinction between the two realms.

A short, slight, often scruffy man with heavy-
rimmed black glasses and an ever-present cig-
arette or cigar, Godard rarely gave interviews. 
When he did, he typically deflected probing 
questions about his life and art.

A journalist’s query in 1980 about his decision 
to move out of Paris in 1974 to Grenoble, in the 
French Alps, and then to Switzerland, elicited 
several contradictory explanations – including 
an assertion by Godard that on a sudden whim 
one day, he had “just jumped into the car and 
took the highway.”

It was a description of a famous scene in 
“Breathless” in which Jean-Paul Belmondo 
impulsively steals an automobile in Marseille, 
France, and drives off into the countryside with-
out a plan.

“The problem of talking to people is that I have 
always confused cinema with life,” Godard said 
in that interview. “To me, life is just part of films.”

In 2010, Godard, long at odds with Hollywood, 
was awarded an honorary Oscar by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for lifetime 
achievement, but not without controversy. The 
award revived long-simmering accusations that 
Godard held antisemitic views.

He did not attend the ceremony, and when an 
interviewer afterward asked him what the award 
meant to him, he was blunt.

“Nothing,” he said. “If the academy likes to do 
it, let them do it.”

Jean-Luc Godard was born Dec. 3, 1930, in 
Paris, the second of four children in an extrav-
agantly wealthy Protestant family. His French-
born father, Paul-Jean Godard, was a prominent 
physician, and his mother, Odile Monod, was the 
daughter of a leading Swiss banker. Jean-Luc 
Godard credited his parents with instilling in 
him a love for literature, and he initially wanted 
to be a novelist.

GODARD
Continued from 1


