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Spokane writer’s 
‘Difficult Fruit’ 

falls into unique 
category mixing 
memoir, recipes, 

natural history

Authors Kate Lebo, Sundee Frazier  
win Washington State Book Awards

Autumn is in the air – and in our 
coffee cups – as pumpkin spice season 

arrives. Here’s some local joints that 
offer the seasonal delight.  

FOOD, 1

Community honors 
civil rights activist 

who died in plane crash  
near Whidbey Island 

HER LIFE, LEGACY, ‘RADICAL’ LOVE

By Emma Epperly
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Sandy Williams was a lot of things to a 
lot of people.

She was a community leader, activist, 
“radical,” “visionary,” “a fearless speaker 
of truth,” “matriarch,” mentor to many, a 
mother, daughter, sister and friend to all.

No matter what role she occupied or 
relationship she had with you, she exud-
ed love, according to friends, colleagues 
and community leaders who celebrated 
Williams’ life and legacy on what would 
have been her 61st birthday Tuesday eve-
ning.

Williams and her partner, Patricia 
Hicks, were aboard a float plan that 
crashed Sept. 4 near Whidbey Island. 
Williams, Hicks and the other eight other 
people on board are presumed dead after 

ARTIST OPENS  
PNW DREAM IN MALL

BUSINESS: River Park Square 
retail store sells handmade 

Lilac City apparel, art prints, 
stickers and other items 

designed by Corrina Ren. 
NEWS, 10

EWU HAS HISTORY  
OF BOUNCING BACK
Despite humbling game at 
Oregon, Eagles football has 
rebounded from lopsided 

losses to FBS programs before. 
SPORTS, 1

By Greg Mason
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Some members of the Spo-
kane City Council character-
ized it as a “pause.” Another 
called it a “ban.”

Regardless of the definition, 
the City Council on Monday 
implemented a temporary mor-
atorium on building permits for 
residential structures in a large 

swath of the Latah/Hangman 
and Grandview/Thorpe neigh-
borhoods.

The moratorium, effec-
tive immediately for up to six 
months, was established via an 
emergency ordinance public-
ly introduced around an hour 
before the council’s legislative 
session. The moratorium does 
not affect platting, land subdi-
visions, renovations or replace-

ments of existing houses, said 
Spencer Gardner, the city’s 
planning director.

The ordinance was drafted in 
response to a wave of residen-
tial growth taking place in those 
neighborhoods along U.S. High-
way 195.

Council members said the 
moratorium is intended to give 

City Council places ‘pause’ on development amid  
major residential growth in area along U.S. 195 

6-MONTH MORATORIUM ON PERMITS IN 
LATAH/HANGMAN, GRANDVIEW/THORPE

By Jim Allen
FOR THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

A year from now, Logan El-
ementary School in northeast 
Spokane will be home to a 
full-service health clinic serving 
students at that school.

“We are very excited about 
this program,” said Becky 
Doughty, director of health 
services for Spokane Public 
Schools, which announced the 

Logan Wellness Center project 
on Tuesday at the school.

Funded by the Washington 
Legislature and the school dis-
trict, the $3 million facility will 
be the first of its kind at a school 
in Eastern Washington, accord-
ing to Doughty.

The project is still in the 
planning stage, but will be built 
adjacent to the school’s main 

SPS plans full-service 
student health clinic  
at Logan Elementary

REMEMBERING SANDY WILLIAMS 1961 ~ 2022

By Carolyn Lamberson 
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Spokane writer Kate Lebo 
has won a Washington State 
Book Award for her 2021 
release “The Book of Difficult 
Fruit: Arguments for the Tart, 
Tender, and Unruly (with 
recipes).”

Her book, a combination 
of essays and recipes about 

unloved or otherwise trouble-
some fruit – durian, quince, 
blackberries, juniper, yuzu 
– discusses these edibles in 
terms of their botanical, me-
dicinal or sometimes personal 
connotations. As Alex Beggs 
wrote in the New York Times, 
“Every fruit is ripe for meta-
phor for Lebo, who is both a 
poet and a baker. She resists 
giving symbolism too much 

power, but it’s hard when you 
realize that the needy ex-boy-
friend is like an Italian plum 
tree, a novelty to care for who 
soon becomes an intolerable 
burden.”

A winner in the creative 
nonfiction category, Lebo’s 
book was named among 
the best of 2021 by several 

See PERMITS, 7

See BOOKS, 8

See CLINIC, 8

TYLER TJOMSLAND/THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Wilhelmenia 
Smith-
Williams, 
Sandy 
Williams’ 
mother, 
remembers 
her daughter 
during a 
celebration 
of life on 
Tuesday at the 
First Interstate 
Center for 
the Arts in 
Spokane.

See WILLIAMS, 8
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the city time to update 
its transportation impact 
fees and general facilities 
charges for the Latah/
Hangman and Grandview/
Thorpe neighborhoods.

These fees and charges 
are generally imposed on 
developers as a condition 
of development approv-
al to pay for public facili-
ties needed to serve new 
growth and development. 
Impact fees are paid at the 
time a building permit is ap-
proved, Gardner said.

Assistant City Attorney 
James Richmond said the 
present fees and charges 
are not enough to cover the 
costs of system improve-
ments needed with the new 
and anticipated growth 
coming to those neighbor-
hoods.

Richmond said the up-
date will ensure the new 
development pays a “pro-
portionate share” of costs 
incurred from the resulting 
infrastructure needs.

Councilwoman Lori Kin-
near, who co-sponsored the 
legislation alongside Coun-
cilwoman Karen Stratton, 
said the state Department 
of Transportation and the 
Spokane Regional Trans-
portation Council have 
identified infrastructure 
improvements for the area 
that are expected to cost 
the city tens of millions of 
dollars to implement.

Kinnear said updating 
the fees and charges is ex-
pected to take anywhere 
from four to six months.

“Councils and Ad-
ministrations from the 
1990s-2000s knew that 
inadequate infrastructure 
in the area was a problem 
and did not act. It will take 
years to complete all the 
work that needs to be done 
in the area,” Kinnear said in 
a statement. “This tempo-
rary moratorium is the first 
step towards completion of 
needed improvements.”

Mayor Nadine Wood-
ward said Tuesday there’s 
a challenge in balancing 
the need for housing versus 
the need for developments 
in those neighborhoods to 
fund the necessary infra-
structure.

“This is a situation where 
not everybody’s going to be 
happy. I understand that, 
but I think we’re moving in 
the right direction,” Wood-
ward said. “Don’t know if 
I completely agree with 
it, but I understand why 
the council decided to put 
a pause on development 
there.”

The measure passed 5-2 
on Monday, with council 
members Michael Cath-
cart and Jonathan Bingle 
opposed. Council members 
also scheduled a public 
hearing on the moratori-
um for their meeting Nov. 
7 as required since the ordi-
nance was approved with-
out prior notice.

Cathcart lambasted the 
council majority for what 
he described as a lack of 
transparency with how 
the legislation was intro-
duced, saying he never had 
a chance to read the legisla-
tion prior to the vote. Kin-
near had distributed print-
ed copies of the ordinance 
to council members during 
their briefing an hour be-
fore the legislative session.

Cathcart, former govern-
ment affairs director of the 
Spokane Home Builders 
Association, also expressed 
doubts that the fees and 
charges would be updated 
within six months.

“If we start taking places 
offline from new housing, 
we’re going to very quickly 
realize that there’s no place 
for that housing to go. This 
is not a good policy,” he said. 
“But what’s worse than 
simply banning housing is 
to do so in such a secretive 
manner.”

Kinnear and Council 
President Breean Beggs 
said similar ordinances 
have gone through similar 
processes, as introducing 
them sooner would effec-
tively put a spotlight to the 
issue – and potentially al-
low interested parties to 
take advantage of the situ-
ation.

“We are not banning de-
velopment. We are asking 
for a six-month moratori-
um to get the fees in line 
that are equitable to the de-
velopment that is going in 
there and to kind of get our 
hands around what the next 
step is,” said Councilwoman 
Betsy Wilkerson. “This is 
just a pause. It’s not a ban.”

Residents of those neigh-
borhoods have reached out 
to city officials and attend-
ed past council meetings 
expressing concerns with 

the amount of development 
taking place in their area. 
Stratton said these con-
cerns have extended to the 
ability to get in and out of 
their neighborhoods along 
U.S. 195 and water availabil-
ity in the event of a fire.

A number of residents 
spoke in support of the leg-
islation Monday despite op-
position from the members 

of the Spokane Association 
of Realtors and the Spokane 
Home Builders Association, 
who argued the moratori-
um stifles the city’s need for 
more housing.

“We don’t want to be ob-
structionist at this point at 
this juncture,” said Darin 
Watkins, governmental af-
fairs director for the Spo-
kane Association of Real-

tors, “because that’s how 
we got into this mess in the 
first place.”

“We do not oppose hous-
ing,” said Becky Dickerhoof 
of Citizen Action for Latah 
Valley. “We demand infra-
structure.”

Greg Mason can be reached 
at (509) 459-5047 or 
gregm@spokesman.com.

We are not banning development. We are asking for a six-
month moratorium to get the fees in line that are equitable 
to the development that is going in there and to kind of get 
our hands around what the next step is. This is just a pause. 

It’s not a ban.”
Betsy Wilkerson, Spokane City Councilwoman
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Latah 
Creek

Six-month building 
moratorium in 
Grandview/Thorpe 
and  Latah/Hangman
neighborhoods

PERMITS
Continued from 1 “

FROM THE FRONT PAGE


