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This close-up picture of a bald-faced hornet recently 
taken in Spokane shows the insect’s mask-like face. 

Higher numbers of these large wasps are appearing this 
early September.
CARL BARRENTINE

Contact Northwest Editor Carolyn Lamberson at: (509) 459-5068; fax (509) 459-5098; carolynl@spokesman.com
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Joe Farri, a fugitive on a murder 
charge out of Wallace was found 
“skulking through the timber” near 
St. Maries and captured after six 
weeks on the run.

He gave himself up to a timber 
cruiser who stumbled upon him. 
Farri told the timber cruiser “any 
punishment given him now would 
not equal the agony he has suffered 
while eluding capture.”

He was emaciated, starving and 
suffering from exposure.

The story began in early August, 
when he got in an argument with his 
boss over wages. Farri said he took out 
his gun and pulled the trigger in a fit 
of anger. Then he went to his cabin, 

grabbed a blanket and some food – not 
enough – and fled to the mountains.

He subsisted on a few fish and a 
couple of grouse. He was reluctant to 
use his gun, because of fear of being 
heard. He broke into two cabins and 
stole some rice and matches.

He was being held in the St. Maries 
jail until he could be turned over to 
Shoshone County authorities.

From the rail accident beat: 
The rail shop strikers’ executive 
committee blamed defective wiring 
on the signals and a missing tail light 
on the switch engine for the train 
crash that killed six rail workers near 
the Parkwater yards.

Some of the striking workmen went 

to the scene of the wreck the day after 
the collision. They found the “block 
signal,” which would have alerted the 
passenger train engineer to the pres-
ence of the work train, showed a clear 
track ahead. The implication was that 
the lack of skilled, experienced shop-
men and maintenance workers had 
created unsafe conditions.

Federal, state and county investi-
gators were sifting through the evi-
dence, but had not come to any con-
clusions. 

As for railroad management, a 
“cloak of silence” had been thrown 
over the incident. All employees 
were ordered not to discuss the sub-
ject.

JIM KERSHNER’S 100 YEARS AGO TODAY

BALD-FACED 
HORNETS ARE 
BULLISH BUT 
BENEFICIAL

By Linda Weiford
FOR THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

The bald-faced hornet isn’t re-
ally a hornet. Instead, it’s a yellow 
jacket. And it just so happens to 
be the largest type of yellow jack-
et in the Pacific Northwest, even 
though it’s not yellow. 

Confused yet?
“It is mistakenly called a hor-

net because of its larger size and 
distinctive coloration, said ento-
mologist Richard Zack of Wash-
ington State University. “The 
name comes from the distinctive 
white of the face,” he said.

About that face. In the close-
up picture accompanying today’s 
column, photographed in Spo-
kane a few weeks ago, you can 
see that its black and ivory-white 
markings give it a mask-like ap-
pearance. In fact, it resembles the 
Guy Fawkes mask popularized by 
the movie “V is for Vendetta” and 
now used as an emblem for social 
protest.

Scientifically called Dolicho-
vespula maculata, this fear-

some-looking critter is not best 
known for its face – which we 
seldom see up close – but for the 
nest it builds. We’ve all seen those 
gray papier-mache-like objects 
hanging in trees or shrubs. The 
size of a football and similarly 
shaped, they are most visible af-
ter the leaves fall from trees in 
autumn.

But the bald-faced hornets 
themselves are most visible right 
now, said Zack. “They tend to be 
more aggressive than our other 
yellow jacket species and their 
sting can be painful,” he ex-
plained. “Late summer and early 
fall are the most problematic.”

As with any yellow jacket spe-
cies, the bigger bald-faced hor-
nets will sting repeatedly to de-
fend themselves and their nest. 
Therefore, the secret to not get-
ting stung is to not tick them off.

The good news is, even though 
bald-faced hornets are more ag-
gressive and their sting is more 
painful, they’re typically not as 
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Occasional series by Linda Weiford, a freelance reporter with an itch for writing about science

and the creepy-crawlies of the Inland Northwest

By Colin Tiernan
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Two political newcomers are 
battling to represent western 
Spokane on the Spokane County 
Commission.

Democrat Chris Jordan, 33, is a 
lawyer with the Washington state 
attorney general’s office who spe-
cializes in child abuse cases. Re-
publican Kim Plese, 60, owned a 
Spokane printing and marketing 
business for more than three de-
cades before selling it earlier this 
year.

The liberal and the conserva-
tive hope to become the first rep-
resentative for Spokane County 
Commission District 1, which 
covers most of Spokane’s western 
half.

Spokane County is transition-
ing from three to five commis-
sioners to comply with a law the 
state Legislature passed in 2018.

From now on, voters will elect 
five commissioners, each of 
whom will represent one district, 
not the entire county. The new 
structure likely will allow Demo-
crats to win one or more commis-
sion seats for the first time since 
2006.

Based on past election results, 
Jordan heads into the general 
election as the heavy favorite. He 
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BUG FACTS
Scientific Name: Dolichovespula maculata
Common name: Bald-faced hornet
Family: Vespidae (wasp family)
Appearance: About ¾ inch long. Ivory-white pattern 
on head, legs, thorax, and abdomen. The rest of the body 
is black. Large head dominated by big black eyes and 
prominent ivory-white markings on face. Larger and thicker 
than other yellow jacket species.
Distribution: Found throughout most of the United States 
but especially common in the Southeast.
Habitat: Yards, meadows, forest edges, parks.
Creepy fascination: Getting stung by a bald-faced 
hornet is “similar to getting your hand mashed in a 
revolving door,” according to entomologist Justin Schmidt, 
who created the Schmidt Sting Pain Index based on his 
experiences of being stung by wasps, bees and ants. Painful, 
yes, but a walk in the park compared to being stung by a 
bullet ant: “Like walking over flaming charcoal with a 3-inch 
nail embedded in your heel,” he wrote in his book “The Sting 
of the Wild.”See HORNETS, 4

By Ruby Cramer
WASHINGTON POST

SEATTLE –

10:38 p.m.
Everyone could hear the 

men on the street. The car, 
a black Dodge Challenger 
with gold rims, sped down 
the block, just past the con-
gresswoman’s house. Two 
voices shot through the 

dark. “HEY, PRAMILA,” 
the first man shouted, with 
expletives. Then came 

a second string of curse 
words.

The neighbors knew the 
car. It was the same Dodge 
Challenger they had seen 
several times that summer. 
But Pramila Jayapal didn’t 
know this yet.

She was on the couch, 
watching the psychological 
thriller “Mindhunter” with 
her husband, Steve Wil-
liamson. It was July 9 in 

Arbor Heights, a West Se-
attle neighborhood laid out 
in neat sweeps of grass and 
pavement. They paused 
the show. Williamson got 
up and went outside. The 
items on the porch sat un-
disturbed: sneakers, tur-
quoise Crocs, a dog leash, 
two hanging plants sway-
ing in the night air. Then 
they heard the men again. 
Security footage picked 

up what the men said and 
the sound of heavy-metal 
music coming from the car. 
One shouted something 
about “India,” the country 
where Jayapal was born. 
The voices were hard and 
clear. 

“Tell Pramila to kill her-
self – then we’ll stop.” Then 
came a honk. On the porch, 
Williamson waved an in-
dex finger and went back 

inside. The men drove off.
Inside, Jayapal picked up 

her phone and dialed 911. 
But when she saw the car 
leave, she hung up before it 
could connect. Maybe she 
should contact the Capi-
tol Police, the D.C. agen-
cy that protects members 
of Congress. She wasn’t 
sure. Maybe she had been 

By Greg Mason
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Residents in Spokane’s West 
Hills Neighborhood are suing 
the city, Catholic Charities East-
ern Washington and the Empire 
Health Foundation in an attempt 

to stop a number of proposed 
homeless housing projects from 
coming to their neighborhood.

Neighbors represented by Spo-
kane for Safe Neighborhoods, 
which registered with the state 
last week as a nonprofit, filed the 
lawsuit Wednesday in Spokane 

County Superior Court. In addi-
tion to the city, Empire Health 
and Catholic Charities, the law-
suit also names a pair of limited 
liability corporations owned by 
Catholic Charities and an Empire 
Health-owned LLC as defen-
dants.

Specific projects outlined in the 
lawsuit include Catholic Chari-
ties’ plans to transform the Quali-
ty Inn into emergency supportive 
housing for 100 to 120 adults and 
an Empire Health proposal for 
75 tiny home-like shelter units to 

house 125 people.
The lawsuit also identifies 

plans by Catholic Charities to 
use property along South Gov-
ernment Way, near West Seventh  
Avenue, for a homeless housing 
facility and administrative offices. 
Molly Sanchez, housing commu-
nications manager for Catholic 
Charities, said the complaint is 
likely referring to the proposed 
site for St. Agnes Haven, a 48-unit 
affordable housing community 
for families.

“Catholic Charities has been 

in communication with the 
West Hills Neighborhood Coun-
cil about this project since last 
spring,” Sanchez said in an email, 
“and currently we are working to 
secure funding.”

The Quality Inn and tiny home 
village projects were among sev-
eral included in a funding appli-
cation submitted by the city for 
$24.3 million available through 
the state Department of Com-
merce. The funding is designed to 

Rep. Jayapal recounts night armed man threatened her home
Editor’s note
This story contains 

offensive language. Some 
of its original language has 
been removed or replaced 
with ellipses due to its 
graphic nature.

See JAYAPAL, 3

West Hills neighbors sue over homeless housing projects
City, Empire Health, Catholic 

Charities face lawsuit over Quality Inn, 
tiny home plans off Sunset Highway

See WEST HILLS, 3

See COMMISSION, 2

Plese Jordan
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doxxed. There had been 
instances of obscene yell-
ing at the house that sum-
mer, this she knew. She had 
reported those to Capitol 
Police. But she didn’t know 
then what dozens of pages 
of police reports and court 
filings would later reveal 
– that one of her visitors 
that night had been there 
before, in the same Dodge 
Challenger. She didn’t 
know that he had driv-
en by her house between 
three and seven times since 
late June, or that the other 
male voice that night be-
longed to his adult son, as 
he would later tell inves-
tigators. She didn’t know 
that from the house across 
the street, her neighbor 
had seen the Dodge ear-
lier that same evening, or 
that down the block, an-
other neighbor had seen 
it, too, just a week before. 
She didn’t know that the 
man in the Dodge had 
emailed her congressio-
nal office back in January, 
to express his distaste for 
her political party, and for 
her, the 56-year-old three-
term Democrat from Seat-
tle, the chair of the House 
Progressive Caucus and a 
high-profile antagonist to 
Donald Trump.

“I am a freedom loving 
nonregistered libertarian 
who votes in every elec-
tion no matter how big or 
small,” the man wrote in 
his email.

“You, Pramila, are an an-
ti-American ... Marxist.”

“We are incompatible.”
Jayapal didn’t know 

that his distaste would 
mutate into action. When 
she heard the yelling stop, 
when the men drove off 
into the night, she had 
no idea that one of them 
would be back a half-hour 
later to yell some more, 
and that he’d have a loaded 
.40-caliber semiautomat-
ic pistol on his hip, later 
seized by police.

On paper, at least, the 
whole thing was over in 47 
minutes. But the anatomy 
of political violence is more 
tangled than the events of a 
single case. Threats against 
members of Congress 
have risen year after year, 
according to data from 
the Capitol Police: 9,625 
in 2021, up from 3,939 in 
2017. Officers logged near-
ly 2,000 cases in the first 
three months of this year 
alone. Among the statistics, 
there are thousands of sto-
ries like Jayapal’s, each one 
unraveling with its own 
special complexity in the 
lives and homes of elected 
officials.

“We sign up for a lot of 
things,” Jayapal said, sit-
ting in her backyard. “It 
should not be that you get 
this kind of abuse and rac-
ism and sexism directed at 
you. But you have to accept 
it if you want to do this job.”

Talking about that night 
now, five weeks later, in the 
house where Jayapal and 
Williamson have lived for 
almost six years, those 47 
minutes take on new life. 
They have shown Jayapal 
just how many gaps exist 
in congressional security. 
The system is like a “black 
box,” she said, and she is 
lobbying House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., to 
fix it. They have changed 
the way she goes about her 
work as a public official, 
physically and psycho-
logically – the routes she 
drives, the tracking device 
she keeps on her phone, the 
alarm it sounds when she 
unwittingly comes within 
1,000 feet of the man with 
the Dodge. It already hap-
pened once, on her way 
to an appointment on a 
Sunday in August. They 
have changed the way she 
thinks about her home, 
too. The house looks dif-
ferent now – she and Wil-
liamson see all the ways it 
needs to be “hardened.” So 
did the neighborhood. The 
block “had been such a safe 
space,” Jayapal said. Now it 
was “tainted.”

“We felt threatened,” she 
said. “We still do.”

The man, identified by 

police as 49-year-old Brett 
Forsell, is out on bail. He 
lives seven blocks away.

11:03 p.m.
Even while it happened, 

as she ducked out of view 
from the front door on a 
couch in her den, Jayapal 
could feel how ill-prepared 
she was to deal with the 
questions that came next: 
how to protect her home, 
who would pay for it, what 
to keep private, what to 
share with the public.

Around 11 p.m., Jayapal’s 
phone rang.

A woman’s voice came 
on the line. “Hi, this is Se-
attle 911. We got a hang-up 
call from you. Is everything 
OK?”

“Yeah, thanks for calling 
back. This is Congress-
woman Jayapal,” she said, 
according to a recording of 
the call. There was a trem-
or in her voice. “I am OK.”

Jayapal handed the 
phone to her husband. Wil-
liamson told the 911 oper-
ator that he’d heard one of 
the men in the Dodge say 
he was going to come back 
“every day.” The operator 
said she could have the Se-
attle Police Department get 
in touch. “It’s totally up to 
you,” she said.

The congresswoman 
was back on the line. She 
wasn’t sure.

“Umm, what do you 
think is best?”

Jayapal decided to con-
tact the Capitol Police. 
She woke up Rachel Berk-
son, her deputy chief of 
staff and district director, 
at home in Seattle. Berk-
son emailed and texted 
her contacts at the Capi-
tol Police but couldn’t get 
through to anyone that 
night. It was after 2 a.m. on 
the East Coast.

The house was quiet 
again. On her phone, Jay-
apal opened the encrypt-
ed app Signal and scrolled 
to a chat named “Gallery 
Group.” Last year, on Jan. 6, 
she had been one of sever-
al dozen members of Con-
gress trapped on the balco-
ny of the House gallery, the 
last to evacuate the cham-
ber as rioters stormed the 
Capitol. While their col-
leagues on the main floor 
below were able to leave, 
rioters pounded on the 
balcony doors. There was 
no sense of how or when 
they would get out. After-
ward, Jayapal organized a 
text chain for the Demo-
crats in the group. They did 
therapy sessions together, 
at least three of them. The 
Signal chain has become 
a space to vent. “It’s ‘I’m 
dealing with this today. I 
need some support,’ ” Jay-
apal said, “which is really 
unusual in Congress. We 
all operate like individu-
al fiefdoms.” Republicans 
had been on the balcony 
that day, too, but she didn’t 
invite them to the Signal 
group. “I don’t know that it 
would have felt like it was a 
safe space,” she said. “Hon-
estly, we never tried.”

At 11:03 p.m., Jayapal 
tapped out a text: “For the 
second time in a week, 
I’ve had people outside my 
house screaming ... we’re 
coming back every night, 
go kill yourself pramila. 
Reporting it to cap police 
of course as we did the last 
two times with nothing 
done.”

A few of the members on 
the chain were awake. “I’m 
so sorry this is happening,” 
they said. “What can we 
do to help you?” Others 
wouldn’t wake up on the 
East Coast until hours lat-
er.

“It’s triggering,” Jayapal 
wrote to the group.

That night, the thoughts 
of Jan. 6 returned “imme-
diately,” she later recalled, 
tears in her eyes. The same 
noises that have stayed 
with her came back again 
– the yelling, the pounding 
on the doors outside in the 
hallway, the anger. “I could 
just feel myself, like, ‘OK, 
I’m back. I’m back there.’ ”

Elected in 2016, the same 
year as Trump, Jayapal 
became the first Indian 
American woman to serve 
in the House. She was “the 

JAYAPAL
Continued from 1

See JAYAPAL, 11

help move the hundreds in 
the Camp Hope homeless 
encampment near Inter-
state 90 into better living 
situations.

The lawsuit alleges the 
city, Catholic Charities 
and Empire Health “have 
failed to initiate or partic-
ipate in any governmen-
tal and public process.” 
Neighbors also have ac-
cused the three involved 
of concentrating too many 
homeless housing projects 
in a single neighborhood.

The lawsuit argues the 
projects should be clas-
sified as “group living” 
under the city code, as 
opposed to “communi-
ty service,” and therefore 
require conditional use 
permits. Similarly, the law-
suit argues environmen-
tal review under the State 
Environmental Policy Act 
is needed in these cases 
given that “any group liv-
ing facility can have signif-
icant adverse impacts on 
the environment.”

William Hagy, president 
of Spokane for Safe Neigh-
borhoods, said in a state-
ment that while the city 
needs facilities that sup-
port the homeless, govern-
ment processes and stan-
dards have to be followed.

“There is a role for gov-
ernment here,” said Hagy, 
who is also the chair of 
the West Hills Neighbor-
hood Council. “The city of 
Spokane cannot just say, 
‘We give up. Put them any-
where, just get them out of 
downtown.’ And that basi-
cally is what our city gov-
ernment is doing.”

Spokane for Safe Neigh-

borhoods – represented in 
this case by Spokane law 
firm Dunn & Black – are 
seeking an injunction as 
well as a judicial decla-
ration supporting their 
claims, according to the 
lawsuit.

“You can’t take a small 
neighborhood and make 
it absorb a huge homeless 
population,” Hagy said. 
“And even if you disagree 
about that, you can’t break 
the law, and that is what 
the city and Catholic Char-
ities are doing by moving 
forward with their plans 
without a conditional use 
permit or any environmen-
tal review under SEPA.”

The Department of 
Commerce has earmarked 
funding for Catholic Char-
ities’ Catalyst Project to 
buy the Quality Inn at 4301 
W. Sunset Blvd. Catholic 
Charities representatives 
said late last month they 
expected to close on the 
financing for property ac-
quisition by Monday, while 
they are anticipating an 
operator contract with the 

state for up to 20 years.
In a statement, Catholic 

Charities said the lawsuit 
is “frivolous and complete-
ly without merit.”

“We see it not only as a 
suit against Catholic Char-
ities, but a suit against the 
poor, the vulnerable and 
the homeless of our com-
munity,” the statement 
reads. “More than 20% of 
people in our region live at 
or below the poverty line. 
It is our sacred obligation 
to stand with them and 
stand up for them.

“We will do exactly that 
in addressing this lawsuit, 
no matter how much time 
or money it may take.”

Meanwhile, Empire 
Health is not pursuing the 
shelter village proposal at 
this time, said President 
Zeke Smith, who declined 
to comment directly on 
the lawsuit, as the founda-
tion’s legal counsel still is 
reviewing it.

“We’re not in active 
discussions with anybody 
about that,” he said.

While the proposal was 

included in the city’s plan 
submitted to Commerce, 
Smith said it was lower on 
the funding priority list. 
The project was classified 
among those that did not 
have unanimous support 
from regional jurisdictions 
involved in putting the 
plan together.

Nevertheless, Smith said 
he still believes tiny homes 
“could be a viable option” 
in housing the city’s home-
less population.

“Whether that site that 
we own is the right loca-
tion is further down the 
road,” he said. “It’s prema-
ture to try to move forward 
on that particular project 
at this time.”

City spokesman Brian 
Coddington said the city 
received notice of the law-
suit Thursday and is re-
viewing its contents.

The Department of 
Commerce was not named 
as a defendant in the law-
suit.

The lawsuit identifies 
the Quality Inn site and 
other Sunset Highway-ar-
ea properties owned by 
Empire Health and Cath-
olic Charities through 
their respective LLCs: 
Dignity Housing and Dig-
nity Housing II (owned by 
Catholic Charities), and 
Sunset Health (owned by 
Empire Health). The prop-
erties owned by Sunset 
Health include the 3000 
W. Sunset Blvd. site occu-
pied by Ascenda, a non-
profit sober living facility.

Smith said Empire 
Health intends to continue 
Ascenda’s tenancy “for the 
foreseeable future.”

Greg Mason can be reached 
at (509) 459-5047 or 
gregm@spokesman.com.
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Catholic 
Charities 
plans to buy 
the Quality 
Inn, at 4301 
W. Sunset 
Blvd., to 
use as an 
emergency 
supportive 
housing 
project for 
singles and 
couples. 
West Hills 
neighbors are 
suing over 
the proposal, 
among other 
homeless 
housing plans 
for the area.


